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"  The  author  has  been  infcamed  that  some  readers 
of  the  Dialogue  between  a  Bilious  Patient  and  a  Phy- 
sician have  ascribed  to  hhn  the  intention  of  dej^reciating 
medicmes  and  the  ai't  of  medicine.  He  therefore  takes 
the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  publication  of  a  new 
edition,  to  state  that  nothing  could  be  further  from  Iris 
mind  than  such  an  intention,  and  that  in  the  Dialogue 
between  a  Bilious  Patient  and  a  Physician  he  has  no 
other  object  in  view,  than  to  show  that  the  habitual  use 
of  purgatives  is  injm-ious  to  health,  and  that  the  diseases 
commonly  denominated  nervous  and  bilious  cannot  be 
cured  by  those  medicines,  nor  indeed  by  any  medicines 
whatever,  but  solely  by  avoiding  the  causes  from  which 
those  diseases  spring.  The  author  hopes  that  this 
object  is  not  inconsistent  with  a  high  respect  for  medical 
science,  and  a  full  conviction  of  the  usefulness  of  pur- 
gative medicines,  when  skilfully  applied  in  those  cases 
)f  disease  in  which  it  is  proper  to  apply  (hem  ;  and  he 
eels  assured,  tliat  in  attempting  to  coirect,  as  far  as  in 
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his  power,  a  great  medical  abuse,  he  is  doing  tliat  VNhici 
not  only  will  not  dimmish,  hut,  on  the  conti-ary,  wi- 
increase  and  jiromote  a  rational  confidence  in  the  healiri 
art ;  that  rational  confidence  both  in  medicines  and  ma 
dical  advice,  which,  so  fai'  as  the  author  has  observet 
is  always  entertained  by  well  infonned  j^ersons,  aij 
which  is  equally  remote  from  the  blind  faith  whid 
ascribes  almost  miraculous  power  to  medicine,  and  fi^ 
the  suspicious  scepticism  which  denies  it  all  powi 
whatever.  ^' 

"Another  objection  has  been  made  to  the  Dialogi 
between  a  Bilious  Patient  and  a  Physician. — It  hi 
been  said,  that  the  author  should  have  used  a  let 
popular  fonn  of  wiiting,  and  that  he  should  hai 
addressed  himself  to  physicians,  not  to  the  publS 
To  this  objection  the  author  replies  that  it  was  necei 
sary  to  use  popular  language,  and  to  addi-ess  himse 
to  the  public,  because  the  abuse  which  he  sought 
coiTect,  although  originating  m  the  first  instance  wi' 
physicians,  had  spread  from  them  to  the  public,  and  ha 
become  populai-,  and  therefore  could  not  be  correctt 
through  the  medium  of  a  treatise  xnittott-'in  teclmic 
language  and  addressed  to  physicians. 

"  The  author  begs  to  add,  that  this  edition  does  nr 
materially  differ  from  the  fonncr,  the  alterations  whip 
have  been  made  consisting  only  of  a  few  verbal  cdi 
rections. — Preface  to  the  Second  Edition. 
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